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Abstract 

In response to a strong consensus in the Second International Indian Ocean Expedition (IIOE-
2) community, an Addendum to the IIOE-2 Science Plan was drafted and submitted to the 
Scientific Committee on Oceanic Research (SCOR) last fall on behalf of the sponsors of IIOE-
2, requesting continued support for the Expedition from 2026 to 2030.  The Addendum was 
sent out for peer review with SCOR leading the process, subsequently revised following the 
reviewer comments, and submitted to SCOR for final consideration in June, 2025. The 
Addendum has been approved by all three sponsors of IIOE-2 (SCOR, IOC and IOGOOS), 
thus extending IIOE-2 for an additional 5 years.  This presentation will provide an overview of 
the Addendum to the IIOE-2 Science Plan, thus providing a future perspective on IIOE-2. 

The IIOE-2 Science Plan places considerable emphasis on the biogeochemical and ecological 
impacts of anthropogenic influences on the ocean and how these will, in turn, impact coastal 
marine environments and human populations.  The plan also emphasizes the need for coastal 
monitoring, data sharing, scientific engagement of Indian Ocean rim countries, and capacity 
development. Despite this emphasis, most of the research that has been carried out to date in 
IIOE-2 has been focused on the open ocean, and additional effort needs to be focused on 
engagement of Indian Ocean rim countries and capacity development. Knowledge gaps and 
challenges articulated in the Addendum include: the need for more coastal monitoring and 
metadata sharing in exclusive economic zones (EEZs) of Indian Ocean rim nations; the need 
to engage with and promote marine spatial planning (MSP) efforts in the Indian Ocean; the 
need to increase scientific understanding and engagement of western Indian Ocean, the eastern 
Bay of Bengal and marginal seas research communities; and the need to increase capacity 
development efforts and promote early career scientists. The Addendum also highlights four 
new initiatives that will greatly facilitate addressing these needs:  the Sustained Indian Ocean 
Biogeochemistry and Ecosystem Research (SIBER) program; the Korea-US Indian Ocean 
Scientific Imperatives (KUDOS) program; the emerging Coastal Observations in a Box 
(COLaB) project; and a new Marginal Seas Research Initiative is proposed 
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